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ened to break into a clash. The visit of the prince offered
the opportunity that Franco was looking for. It was the
occasion of the banquet held in the dining-room of the
Academy in honour of His Highness. The general sent to
the rector of the University, Senor Rocasolano, a number of
invitations for the students, and these were placed at the
head of each of the tables occupied by the cadets. The
friendly gesture softened the university students, and from
that day the rivalry was converted into a friendly relation-
ship. The students paid back the cadets with a dinner at
which the places of honour were for the students of the
Academy.
Arms and letters joined hands and lived happily.
Also in this month of October, 1930, the Academy
received a visit that will be memorable, that of the French
Minister of War, Maginot, accompanied by the Spanish
ambassador to Paris, Seflor Quinones de Le6n, and the
French General George.
Maginot3 the man to whom France owes its best defence
of to-day, the sagacious driving power behind the armed
forces of his country, did not hide his surprise at what he
saw. In his eulogy, he said that it was without question the
outstanding centre of military training in Europe. And when
he returned to his country he repeated the praises to the
press, and the General Military Academy acquired consider-
able fame and repute.
The Minister of War decorated Franco with the insignia
of Commander in the Legion of Honour, and, at the banquet
honouring Maginot, the Director of the Academy rendered
homage to the man who "renounced his political career and
sacrificed all at the outbreak of the Great War, In order to
place himself at the service of his nation as a simple soldier/'
"Of how you served your country at the front/' added
Franco, "your history and honourable wounds give answer.